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Health care, or healthcare, is the improvement or maintenance of health viathe prevention, diagnosis,
treatment, amelioration or cure of disease, illness, injury, and other physical and mental impairmentsin
people. Health careis delivered by health professionals and allied health fields. Medicine, dentistry,
pharmacy, midwifery, nursing, optometry, audiology, psychology, occupational therapy, physical therapy,
athletic training, and other health professions all constitute health care. The term includes work done in
providing primary care, secondary care, tertiary care, and public health.

Access to health care may vary across countries, communities, and individual s, influenced by social and
economic conditions and health policies. Providing health care services means "the timely use of personal
health services to achieve the best possible health outcomes'. Factors to consider in terms of health care
access include financia limitations (such as insurance coverage), geographical and logistical barriers (such as
additional transportation costs and the ability to take paid time off work to use such services), sociocultural
expectations, and personal limitations (lack of ability to communicate with health care providers, poor health
literacy, low income). Limitations to health care services affect negatively the use of medical services, the
efficacy of treatments, and overall outcome (well-being, mortality rates).

Health systems are the organizations established to meet the health needs of targeted populations. According
to the World Health Organization (WHO), awell-functioning health care system requires afinancing
mechanism, awell-trained and adequately paid workforce, reliable information on which to base decisions
and policies, and well-maintained health facilities to deliver quality medicines and technologies.

An efficient health care system can contribute to a significant part of a country's economy, development, and
industrialization. Health care is an important determinant in promoting the general physical and mental health
and well-being of people around the world. An example of this was the worldwide eradication of smallpox in
1980, declared by the WHO, asthefirst disease in human history to be eliminated by deliberate health care
interventions.
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Molina Healthcare, Inc. is amanaged care company headquartered in Long Beach, California, United States.
The company provides health insurance to individuals through government programs such as Medicaid and
Medicare.
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GE Healthcare Technologies, Inc. isan American health technology company based in Chicago, Illinois. The
company, which stylizes its own name as GE HealthCare, operates four divisions. Medical imaging, which
includes molecular imaging, computed tomography, magnetic resonance, women'’s health screening and X-
ray systems, Ultrasound; Patient Care Solutions, which is focused on remote patient monitoring, anesthesia



and respiratory care, diagnostic cardiology, and infant care; and Pharmaceutical Diagnostics, which
manufactures contrast agents and radiopharmaceuticals.

The company's primary customers are hospitals and health networks. In 2023, the company received 42% of
its revenue in the United States and 13% of its revenue from China, where the company facesincreasing
competition.

The company operates in more than 100 countries. GE Healthcare has major regional operationsin Buc
(suburb of Paris), France; Helsinki, Finland; Krakéw, Poland; Budapest, Hungary; Y izhuang (suburb of
Beijing), China; Hino & Tokyo, Japan, and Bangalore, India. Its biggest R&D center isin Bangalore, India,
built at a cost of $50 million.

In May 2022, Genera Electric formed the company to own its healthcare division; it completed the corporate
spin-off of the company in January 2023.
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UnitedHealth Group Incorporated is an American multinational for-profit company specializing in health
insurance and health care services based in Eden Prairie, Minnesota. Selling insurance products under
UnitedHealthcare, and health care services under the Optum brand, it is the world's seventh-largest company
by revenue and the largest health care company by revenue. The company is ranked 8th on the 2024 Fortune
Global 500. UnitedHealth Group had a market capitalization of $460.3 billion as of December 20, 2024.
UnitedHealth Group has faced numerous investigations, lawsuits, and fines—including SEC enforcement for
stock option backdating, Medicare overbilling, unfair claims practices, mental health treatment denials, and
anticompetitive behaviour.
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Max Healthcare Institute Limited is an Indian for-profit private hospital chain headquartered in Delhi. As of
June 2025, Max Healthcare operates 22 hospitals, with atotal of over 5,000 beds, primarily in North India.

Max Healthcare also operates the Max Lab pathology and Max@Home home medical services divisions.
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Single-payer healthcare is atype of universal healthcare, in which the costs of essential healthcare for all
residents are covered by a single public system (hence "single-payer"). Single-payer systems may contract
for healthcare services from private organizations (as is the case in Canada) or may own and employ
healthcare resources and personnel (asisthe case in the United Kingdom). "Single-payer” describes the
mechanism by which healthcare is paid for by a single public authority, not a private authority, nor amix of
both.
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HCA Healthcare, Inc. (historically known as Hospital Corporation of America) isan American for-profit
operator of health care facilities that was founded in 1968. It is based in Nashville, Tennessee, and, as of May
2020, owned and operated 186 hospitals and approximately 2,400 sites of care, including surgery centers,
freestanding emergency rooms, urgent care centers and physician clinicsin 20 states and the United
Kingdom. As of 2024, HCA Healthcare is ranked #61 on the Fortune 500 rankings of the largest United
States corporations by total revenue. In the 1990s, the company engaged in illegal accounting and other
crimes that resulted in the payment of more than $2 billion in federal fines and other penalties, and the
dismissal of the CEO Rick Scott by the board of directors.
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Jefferson Healthcare is a health system consisting of Jefferson Healthcare Hospital and a number of
community clinicsin Port Townsend, Washington, USA.

With over 850 employees, Jefferson Healthcare is the largest employer in Jefferson County. The hospital and
clinics employ about 120 physicians, nurse practitioners and physician assistants. About half of the revenue
comes from Medicare.
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A healthcare scientist or medical scientist is ascientist working in any of a number of health related
disciplines. Healthcare scientists may work directly for health service providers, or in academia or industry.
Healthcare scientists typically refers to those contributing directly to clinical services, and not scientists
working solely in health related research and devel opment.
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Fortis Healthcare Limited is an Indian for-profit private hospital network headquartered in Gurgaon.

The Fortis Memorial Research Institute (FMRI) in Gurgaon serves as the headquarters for Fortis Healthcare.
In addition to its Gurgaon facility, Fortis Healthcare operates hospitals in the Delhi NCR, including locations
in Faridabad, Noida, Vasant Kunj, and Shalimar Bagh, along with other facilities across India, Dubai, and Sri
Lanka. The company currently manages 36 healthcare facilities.
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